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Wild Expeditions
Lale’s Camp &
ETHIOPIA

Updated: December 2024



CLASSIFICATION EXPEDITION: 1 exclusive-use camp and 2 expeditions.
Open 11 months of the year (Lale’s is closed in April). Privately owned.

LAND 

RELATIONSHIP

The partnership with Lale Birwa and the Kara people allows for the protection of around 400 

hectares of land along 9.5km of Omo Riverbank, preventing overgrazing and deforestation.

OVERVIEW

Lale's Camp, founded over two decades ago by legendary guide Lale Birwa, offers an idyllic 
and ultra-remote experience along the banks of the Omo River. Guests, the only foreigners 
in the area, explore isolated villages of the Kara, Hamer, and Mursi people for a truly unique 
experience in Ethiopia.

IMPACT OF 
YOUR STAY

LOW | MEDIUM | HIGH | VERY HIGH
Lale’s Camp, one of Wild Expeditions’ initiatives, preserves habitat for five primate species 

along the Omo River. Additionally, through ethical cultural tourism partnerships with local 
Kara, Hamar, and Mursi communities, Lale’s Camp celebrates and promotes traditional 
cultures on the terms of the culture owners themselves. Each guest pays a daily Community 
& Park fee.

ACCESS Addis Ababa (ADD) International Airport – Daily flights with Ethiopian Airlines from Addis 
Ababa to Jinka Airport (2 hrs), followed by 4-5 hour road transfer and 40 minute boat ride.  

OR private charter from Addis Ababa to Murule Airstrip, plus 30 minutes road transfer and 40 
minute boat ride.

CAMP Lale’s Camp – 7 tents. Exclusive use rate.

CHILDREN Lale’s Camp – 10+ years

HEALTH Malaria area. Seek advice from a health professional. 

ELECTRICITY
Solar power with generator 
back-up.

WIFI & SIGNAL ✗

CHECK-IN & 
CHECK-OUT

Flexible, depends on flight 

schedule.

CREDIT CARDS ✗

SECURITY The property is patrolled.

MAKE AN IMPACT

Empowering the people of the 
lower Omo Valley to preserve 
their livelihood while 
celebrating their culture. 

GYM / KEEP FIT Through daily activities.

SPA ✗

FOOD & WINE
Fully inclusive: all meals, & 
drinks. No Halaal / No Kosher.

OTHER FACILITIES ✗

ACTIVITIES

Boat cruises, cultural 
interactions with the Kara, 
Hamar and Mursi tribes, guided 
walks, fly-camping.

GENERAL INFORMATION NEED TO KNOW

WEATHER

Lale’s Camp is located in an arid environment with consistently warm daily temps throughout the year. Rains come twice in a year, first from March – May and then again in 
September. Summer months are dry and hot with max temperatures reaching close to 40 °C / 104 °F. 

JANUARY – MARCH 
23 - 36°C | 73 - 97°F 
The hottest and driest time of the year.  

The days are clear but it is important to 
come prepared to beat the heat. 

APRIL – JUNE
22 - 34°C | 71 - 93°F 
The official rainy season, the majority of 

the year’s rainfall occurs between April 
and May. Lale’s is closed in April. 

JULY – SEPTEMBER
22 - 33°C | 71 - 91°F 
As the rains head to the north of the 

country, Omo Valley is the ideal location 
to explore and experience the various 
cultures of the region. 

OCTOBER – DECEMBER
22 - 33 °C | 71 - 91°F 
After quick rain in September, this is a 

great time to travel to Ethiopia due to the 
there being fewer tourists than in the 
height of peak season. 



EXCLUSIVE CAMP – CHILDREN 10+ YEARS

# TENTS
7

Max 14 guests
POOL ✗ 

EXTRA BEDS ✓ On request IN-ROOM WIFI ✗

TWIN BEDS ✓  All tents MINI BAR ✗

BATHROOM En-suite. Canvas AIR CON ✗

SHOWER ✓ Indoor MOZZIE NET ✗ Gauze windows

BATH ✗ FAN ✗

HAIRDRYER ✗ LAUNDRY ✗

ROOM SAFE ✗ DISABLED ✗

LALE’S CAMP LALE’S CAMP FLY CAMP EXPEDITION

MOBILE DOME TENTS - CHILDREN 10+ YEARS

# TENTS
7 

Max 14 guests
POOL ✗ 

EXTRA BEDS ✗ MOZZIE NET ✗

TWIN BEDS ✓  All tents FAN ✗

BATHROOM Canvas LAUNDRY ✗

SHOWER ✓ Bucket Shower BATH ✗



EXTENSION to LALIBELA SUGGESTED ITINERARY

DAY 1

Arrive in Addis Ababa. Meet the Wild Expeditions airport representative after 
completing the arrival formalities. Then head to the hotel to get settled for the night. 
Activity dependent on arrival time.

DAY 2

Today take a short flight from Addis airport to Lalibela. Settle in to your accommodation 
at Mezena Lodge. Take a guided walking tour of the first and the second cluster of 

Rock churches. A visit to the Neakutoleab Monastery, a working church which further 
enriches this cultural experience and adds to the wonderment of Lalibela.

DAY 3

Embark on a memorable early morning adventure exploring the unique afro-alpine 
mountain massif of Abune Yosef. Here you can watch the sunrise over Lalibela while 
keeping warm and observing the Gelada primates as they slowly awaken and search 
for warmth too. Spend the day exploring the mountain and later savour the picturesque 

views while enjoying traditional Ethiopian food and beverages of your choice at the 
charming Ben Abeba restaurant. After dinner, return to the lodge and relax.

DAY 4

An early morning start to catch your flight from Lalibela with your guide in time to catch 
your onward flight to Addis. Enjoy a final shopping excursion and farewell meal at one 
of the traditional restaurants in the city. Transfer to the airport for your international 
departure flight.

EXTENSION to SIMIEN MOUNTAINS SUGGESTED ITINERARY

DAY 1

Arrive in Addis Ababa. Meet the Wild Expeditions airport representative after 

completing the arrival formalities. Then head to the hotel to get settled for the night. 
Activity dependent on arrival time.

DAY 2

The next day, after a short flight to Gondar, you'll explore the city before enjoying a 
delicious lunch at Four Sister Restaurant. After lunch, embark on a scenic two-hour 
drive to Simien Mountains National Park, ascending to higher altitudes and admiring 
the distant escarpment. Upon arriving at Limalimo Lodge in the late afternoon, relax 

with sundowners on the balcony, enjoying some of the most breath-taking views in 
Africa.

DAY 3

After breakfast, drive into Simiens Mountain National Park and spend time with Geladas 
(early mornings are the best time as they take in the morning sun on the edges of the 
cliff). Thereafter, enjoy a full day's exploration within the park in search of the Walia 
Ibex. Return to the sweeping views and comfort of Limalimo Lodge.

DAY 4

An early morning start to make the descent back to Gondar with your guide in time to 
catch your onward flight to Addis. Enjoy a final shopping excursion and farewell meal at 

one of the traditional restaurants in the city. Transfer to the airport for your international 
departure flight.

ROCK=HEWN CHURCHESBEN ADEBA

LALIBELA  CHURCHES SIMIEN MOUNTAINS

GELADAMONOLITHIC CHURCHES IN SIMIEN



WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS
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LION ✓*

LEOPARD ✓*

CHEETAH ✗
ELEPHANT ✓*

RHINO – WHITE & BLACK ✗
DE BRAZZA’S MONKEY ✓

GRIVET MONKEY ✓

GUEREZA COLOBUS MONKEY ✓

GUNTHER’S DIKDIK ✓
LESSER KUDU ✓
NILE CROCODILE ✓
EGYPTIAN PLOVER ✓
PEL’S FISHING OWL ✓
NORTHERN CARMINE BEE-EATER ✓
VARIETY OF BIRD LIFE ✓

SPECIAL SIGHTING FOR THIS AREA De Brazza’s Monkey, Egyptian Plover, 
Pel’s Fishing Owl

OTHER

*Wildlife is icing on the cake to this 
riveting cultural immersion, with a low 

density population being found in Mago 
National Park.

ACTIVITIES & EXPERIENCES

CULTURAL INTERACTIONS

Excursions to the remote 

villages of Kara, Hamer, and 

Mursi people. 

FLY CAMPING

Boat upriver and set up 

camp close to the Mursi 

village. 

BOATING
Wildlife viewing of special 

and unusual species. 



WILDLIFE

WILDLIFE

WILDLIFE

CHURCHES & CLIFFS

CULTURE

ETHIO
PIAN AIRLINES

Gondar

LOCATION & ACCESS MAP
TO / FROM ADDIS ABABA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (ADD):
OMO VALLEY:
• Daily scheduled charter from Addis to Jinka (2 hrs), plus 4-5 hour road 

transfer and 40 minute boat ride
• Private charter from Addis to Murule Airstrip, plus 30 minutes road 

transfer and 40 minute boat ride 
SIMIEN MOUNTAINS:
• Daily scheduled flights with Ethiopian Airlines from Addis to Gondar (1 

hr 20 min), plus 2.5 hr drive to camp. 
LALIBELA:
• Daily scheduled flights with Ethiopian Airline (1 hr 15 min).

Bale Fly Camp

Lale’s Camp

Gheralta Fly Camp
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CLASSICS CLASSIFICATION EXPEDITION

IMPACT OF EACH GUEST STAY VERY HIGH

CHILDREN (MINIMUM AGE) 10+

FAMILY ROOMS ✗

EXCLUSIVE CAMP / VILLAS ✓

HONEYMOON OFFER ✗

LAND SAFARI ✗

WATER SAFARI ✓

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
CULTURAL 

INTERACTIONS, FLY-
CAMPING

GET INVOLVED – CONSERVATION ✗

GET INVOLVED – COMMUNITIES ✓

EXPEDITION TRIPS ✓

WELLNESS & MASSAGE ✗

WILD EXPEDITIONS

WWW.CLASSIC-PORTFOLIO.COM

The Classics website has more detailed information, 

images, live availability and rates, together with our 

our comprehensive Crib Sheet.

BOOKINGS: stitch@classic-portfolio.com

 SUPPORT: info@classic-portfolio.com 

 

WWW.WILD-EXPEDITIONS.AFRICA

wea.res@wild-expeditions.africa

CLASSIC CLASSIFICATIONS:
P – Premier: These camps/lodges feature luxurious amenities and 

are priced at a higher tier.
C – Classic: These camps/lodges offer a more down-to-earth 
experience and are priced at a mid-level rate.
E – Expedition: These experiences are best suited for small groups or 
trips led by private guides.

IMPACT OF EACH GUEST STAY:
L – Low
M – Medium
H – High
VH – Very High  
Based on the following 4 considerations we look at the positive 

impact that each guest is making by staying here:
• Transferability: What percentage of the daily rates is allocated to 

conservation and community initiatives?
• Removability: What impact would arise if the property were 

absent? Are there alternative lodges in the vicinity that continue 
to make positive contributions?

• Responsibility: To what extent does the property handle 
management privately, and how much is overseen as a 
concession under a collaborative arrangement?

• Fragility: How vulnerable is the surrounding environment and 
community?


